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The Hon. Adele Farina MLC
Member for the South West Region
Chair — Standing Committee on Public Administration
Legislative Council Western Australia
Parliament House
PERTH WA 6000

September 5, 2017

Dear Ms Farina

Standing Committee on Public Administration — Inquiry into Worksafe WA

I make this submission on behalf of the Farmsafe WA Alliance to the Standing Committee
on Public Administration Inquiry into VVorksafe Western Australia (WA).

Farmsafe WA Alliance is a not for profit organisation founded in 1994 through the voluntary
work of farmers, and continues to act as an independent non-government organisation.
working closely with the agriculture industry and government agencies to promote safety
health and wellbeing, providing information and tools that the industry members can apply
to their business to ensure compliance and implement safety systems in their businesses

Farmsafe WA Alliance also has AusChem Training as part of the umbrella organisation,
providing information and chemical safety training across Western Australia which is
delivered by the TAFE colleges. We have a continuing and important working relationship
with Worksafe.

In the past, suggesting in the last thirty or so years, the farming industry has been very
fearful of VVorksafe. This was partly caused by the attitude of VVorksafe Inspectors as they
undertook their role of conducting workplace inspections all those years ago, when there
was a targeted approach through a policeman-like attitude with harsh penalties about
workplace safety. Through reality or through rural myths which still abound, it has been
perceived that the threat of a farming business being • shut down' by a Worksafe Inspector
was and still is very real.

Due to the relentless hard work of the Farmsafe WA Alliance, since 1994, and in particular
in the past two years, we are seeing a much needed 'shift in the understanding of and by
the agriculture industry about the need to be compliant with legislation and the realisation
that the industry needs to improve significantly regarding managing hazards and risks and
implementing safety measures and systems.

Farmsafe WA Alliance is an active member of the Agriculture Industry Safety Group (AISG)
which is chaired by Mr Lex McCullough, Commissioner for Worksafe (WA). Farmsafe WA
Alliance values the contribution of Worksafe Inspectors who regularly attend the meetings
and provide support to that committee by providing solutions and information that can then
be disseminated to the various membership groups that make up the committee.

PO Box 1003, Bentley DC WA 6983 www.farrnsafewa.org
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We have worked much more collaboratively with Worksafe since June 2015 to ensure ' the
right information is being provided and shared. There are eighteen pieces of legislation that
the farming industry has to comply with. The magnitude of this responsibility and volume of
paperwork is enormous. It can be both overwhelming and cause a significant amount of
confusion and fear of • Where should I begin? Because I might really get it wrong....'.

A sense of important collaboration has been evident with the Agriculture Section of
Worksafe and with several additional inspectors/ staff across the agency — in workplace
safety assessments, chemical handling and health monitoring (chemicals).

We believe we have provided an important conduit for Worksafe to get the message out to
the farming industry through inviting Worksafe to speak at events It is very important to
realise that Farmsafe WA would not have been able to achieve the increased awareness
about the need for safety in the industry without the dedicated input from VVorksafe.

For example a VVorksafe Inspector spoke at the 2016 Road and Safety Forum at the
Narrogin Agriculture College with more than 185 people in attendance including many ag
college students — the farmers of tomorrow - and also at the 2017 Cunderdin Agriculture
College VVheatbelt Road and Safety Forum with more than 100 people present. There was
a Farm Safety theme at the Women In Farming Enterprise (WIFE) 2016 Annual Conference
in Darkan with 120 influential women present seeking professional development and a
Worksafe Inspector was present

The Worksafe Inspectors in the Agriculture Section have been open to doing things
differently — in the roll-out and focus of their work. From being an autocratic director of "this
is the way it has to be" they have adopted a more facilitative approach. Instead of 'targeting
the agriculture industry' the workplace inspectors often use the term 'focussing on the
agriculture industry' (as was suggested by Farmsafe WA Alliance). The intent and actions
will have the same outcome, yet the impact of the words spoken are significantly less
reactive. The inspectors take their work very seriously, for which we thank them. They
have a job to do as the regulators — to help keep our industries safe.

Farmsafe WA Alliance continues to work hard to highlight the importance of safety, health
and wellbeing through increased economic benefit and profits to the business as well as
providing a safe workplace and ultimately farmers, their workers and contractors going
home safely at the end of each work day.

Should you require any clarification or further information please do not hesitate to contact
me on I am most happy to present to the Committee if more detailed
information is of interest.

Yours Sincerely.

Mard'e Gooch
CEO

PO Box 1003 Bentley DC WA 6983 www farrnsafewa org
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Introducing 'Farnisafe WA'

Farms are very unique enterprises. From large corporate enterprises to mid-sized family
farms and small owner operated businesses, from grain, livestock, dairy, horticulture and
pastoral, working the land has historically been thought of as lifestyle rather than as a
professional business.

Work place health and safety have not always been at the forefront of our farmers and farm
workers thoughts and duties. The emotional impact on the farming sector and the wider
community where a tragedy such as a death or near miss has occurred is significant, not to
mention the financial costs to the business, to the agriculture and food industry and the
often overlooked impact to the health sector.

To this day, the farming sector remains one of the most dangerous places to work and
unfortunately where health and safety practices are concerned, continue to be overlooked,
pushed aside or neglected. Alarmingly, some in the industry consider that accidents are
inevitable and a normal occurrence in the business of farming.

Farmsafe WA aims to change this - by working with farmers, farm workers and the wider
agriculture industry, educators and trainers. Farmsafe WA is working hard to change
workplace behaviour and towards the adoption of modern health and safety practices.

We are committed to working together with industry and our alliance partners in a
collaborative approach to ensuring that we provide solutions, inspire action, and support the
execution of implementing safety systems and effect behavioural change

The Vision of Farmsafe WA:

"Supporting farmers in making their workplace a safe environment, leading to
improved productivity and well-being"

The Farmsafe WA focus for 2017 - 2020 is on building skills, resilience and leadership
through education, support and preparedness of our most important asset - the people.
These are the people who live and work on farms and in our rural communities. We are
committed to promoting the development of safe sustainable farming. Ensuring safe people
and resilient communities is at the core of what we do.
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